THESIS PLAN INSTRUCTIONS

After the approval of your chosen subject and the subject analysis you must make a thesis plan. The thesis plan can be a research plan (research-based thesis) or an action plan (project work or a thesis that involves different types of actions or operations).

The thesis plan clarifies what will be done, how it will be accomplished and why it is necessary. The main objective of the plan is to clarify the practical goals of the thesis, i.e. what will be done. The decisions and conclusions reached in the thesis should be well thought out and justified, regardless of the type of thesis.

The thesis plan should answer the following questions:

· What are you going to do or study?

· What material will you use?

· How will you acquire information and how will you use/process the information that you have?

· How will you report on the findings of your work?

Your thesis should demonstrate your expertise and knowledge of the thesis topic. This means that you should have wide-ranging and in depth knowledge of the relevant literature on your subject. All choices and decisions should be logical and justified. Your thesis should demonstrate a research-based approach, which means a critical approach during the different stages of your work (e.g. criticism of sources), logical decision-making and conclusions that are well justified and carefully explained. 

The aim of the thesis plan is to facilitate the completion of your thesis. It should provide a good overview of the thesis contents to the author, supervisor and commissioning party. The recommended length of your plan is 10 – 20 pages depending on how much detail you wish to provide on the theoretical aspects of your research at the planning stage. 

The thesis plan must be submitted for approval to the supervisor and the commissioning party.

You must present the plan to the others. Presentation should last app. 10 minutes covering the main points in your plan and the timetable. After presentation a peer will give you a feedback both spoken and written (5 minutes) how to develop your plan. The instructions for peering are on a separate file. 

The thesis plan contains the following parts:

1. INTRODUCTION

2. PRESENTATION OF THE THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

3. AND RESEARCH PROBLEM/FOCUS OF DEVELOPMENT

4. A) RESEARCH METHOD AND IMPLEMENTATION

B) PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

5. EVALUATION OF THE PROJECT/RESEARCH

APPENDICES

1. INTRODUCTION

The introduction should include the following:

· an explanation of the choice of topic: the importance of the work to the commissioning party, the necessity of the topic at this particular moment, the production of new knowledge, creativity

· the central idea and research task/developmental task: clarify the aim of the thesis and present it in the form of a question e.g. How are good Intranet pages made? How can action-based accounting be applied in service pricing? How can a successful event be organised? 

· Link your work to earlier projects or research

2. PRESENTATION OF THE THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

The thesis plan should include a description of how the theoretical background and conceptual starting points of your thesis have been formed. At this stage the main task is to organise the focus of development or research on a theoretical level as follows:

· illustrate the frame of reference using a diagram (research/development focus and factors affecting it)

· determine the most significant concepts

· write about existing theories and their links with the research/developmental task

· organise the theoretical background by issues that you will discuss further in the final version of your thesis

· use descriptive headings and record source references correctly even at this stage

· compile a bibliography (list of sources) at the end of your plan

In order to structure a theoretical background you must search for and read literature on your chosen topic. Skim and ‘gobble up’ the literature while considering how to use what you have read in your own research or development assignment. Write up the theory so that you will be able to use it later as part of your thesis.

3. RESEARCH PROBLEM(S) /FOCUS OF DEVELOPMENT AND DEFINING THE LIMITS

Describe precisely what you will study (research problem) or will develop (focus of development) and what your aims are.

· precisely define the objective/s (objectives of your research/development/actions) of your work

· explain how the research problem or focus of development is linked to the theoretical background described above

· define the limits: e.g. how long the work will take, the size of the focus group, the stages of a project etc

4. A) RESEARCH METHOD AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WORK

If the thesis is based on research (i.e. it contains quantitative or qualitative research), the thesis plan should describe and explain how the empirical research is to be carried out:

· selection of research method

· acquisition of material and its range: define the population and sample (quantitative research) / selected sample (qualitative research)

· processing of material (SPSS programme, classification etc)

· schedule etc

4.
B) PROJECT/DEVELOPMENTAL TASK IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

If the thesis involves actions or operations of some description (e.g. a developmental assignment or project-type assignment) the thesis plan must describe how the concrete developmental work or project will be carried out:

· the aims of the project/development

· a description of the current situation: the situation when the project began

· a description of the different stages of work: an implementation plan

· documentation (memos, description, materials etc)

5. EVALUATION OF THE THESIS

You must consider beforehand how the success of your research or project will be guaranteed and evaluated, in your thesis plan:

· the research must be reliable and appropriately completed – please note that the reliability criteria for quantitative and qualitative research differs

· the success of project work can be measured and evaluated in different ways. Your thesis plan must state how your work will be evaluated once it is completed (using expert assessment, in an evaluation meeting, by its level of usefulness or use, by the amount of visitors at an event, using feedback questionnaires etc)

APPENDICES

The appendices to your thesis plan should be:

APPENDIX 1 AN INITIAL TABLE OF CONTETNS FOR YOUR THESIS

APPENDIX 2 SCHDULE (work schedule e.g. weekly)

APPENDIX 3 INITIAL BIBLIOGRAPHY
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